$1.00 per year 


Price 


November-December, 1957 


Volume No. 


Peace 


Will 


Men Good 


4 


Hansen’s disease was not known Biblical times and has not the slightest 
resemblance zaraath. The unfortunate notion that zaraath Hansen’s dis- 
ease has semantic basis only, the word leprosy has been used for many 
ferent diseases during the course time. These statements are supported 
authoritative proof contained scientific treatises (Lendrum, Tas, Gramberg, 
MacArthur, etc.). Reprints some these are available from THE STAR. 

International medical experts agree that any scheme for the control 
“leprosy” will depend for its success educated public opinion. 

Biblical associations with the disease are major factor the leprophobia 
today and change terminology would contribute saner public 
point. immediate step accomplishing the disassociation would of- 


ficially change the name the 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease “feebly com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater infants and 
young children, and decreases with age. also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familial. continen- 
tal United States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Tex- 
and Florida. Outside these states, Hansen’s disease 
rarely communicated contacts that from the public health 
standpoint might considered practically non-com- 
municable disease. This statement recommen- 
dations the American Public Health Association (Control 
Communicable Diseases Man, 1950). These APHA re- 
commendations are “official” with U.S, Public Health Service. 

The hospital Carville was sixty-one years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing staff 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very 
simple precautions, not comparable with those they would 
take dealing with diphtheria, typhoid, and other com- 
municable diseases. 

General visitors, with the exception those under 16, are 
admitted for guided tours the hospital A.M., and 


Despite the fact that among the many Hansenaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious 


and lay, have been daily association with the patients, the 
incidence infection very small. some these cases rea- 
sonable doubt exists whether the individual acquired 
the infection the Hansenarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, etc. With but one possible exception native this 
endemic not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic states 
the Union, and one would expect more cases develop 
sheer coincidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point 
such record? 
* * * 


the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, good father never took any precau- 
tions against infection but lived continuously under unhygien- 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 


daily intimate contact with patients for over years with- 
out contracting the disease. 


Visitors are not required take any special precautions. 


Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 
for periods month. 

FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof that Hansen’s disease the least communicable all 
communicable diseases. 

Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media, but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 


* * 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Hansen’s. Once that determined, the 6,000- 
year-old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


SED 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, 
announced his discovery the germ generally accepted 
the causative agent the disease. appearance and size 
closely resembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the 
tubercle bacillus. single organisms impossible for 
the “laboratory” distinguish between the two germs. 

* * * * 

Hansen’s not included the list reportable diseases 
New York (exclusive New York City) and Vermont, 
and patients those states are subject restrictions. 


New York City, patients are permitted about 


their usual activities but may not food take 
care children, nor nurse the sick. 


* 
Eleven states (Ala., Maine, Mass., Mich., Minu., 
N.J., N.D., Pa., and W.Va.) have requirements 
cept reporting. General regulations for control 
cable diseases, however, may invoked. Mass., Mich., and 


N.D. specifically have “no restrictions” regards 
patients. 


man woman may remain perfect physical health 
for years after contracting Hansen’s disease. More than half 


the patients now Carville could sit unnoted anv 
social gathering. 


| 
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Presenting the first series profiles Carville 


One gray day eventful years ago 
patient took “French leave” this hos- 
pital, “crawling” under the barbed wire 
Carville’s famous “hole the fence.” 
That same patient returned two years 
later and today elegible for dis- 
charge, but has intention leav- 
ing the immediate future. 

The patient Melchor Santos, 
who has truly created for himself pur- 
poseful life here, but his reasons for not 
leaving have little nothing 
with sentiment. cites them, 
does not wish leave, least pre- 
sent, because his physical condition; 
because has thriving business estab- 
lished here and because married 
and would difficult for him 
earn living the busy highly com- 
petitive work-a-day world. Melchor lists 
those reasons without bitterness, but 
matter factly, for has built for 
himself (and recent years his wife) 
life which his attitude indicates 
least satisfactory. 

Although has practically lost his 
sight, Santos among the fortunate 
the pre-sulfone patients for has re- 


tained sensation his fingers tips and 


able read braille. Most sufferers 
from Hansen’s disease are not able 
because they cannot “feel” suf- 
ficiently distinguish the tiny lumps 
which are addition this, 
however, Santos obtains recordings 
books through Recording for the Blind, 
Inc., 745 Fifth Avenue, New York, and 
continues his education the 
Public Health Service Hospital School 
here. His grades reflect keen mind. 
the close the 1956-57 school term 
achieved “A” average, for which 
received the Lions Club award. His 
Amercan History brought him the 
award Heirome Gaines Chapter 
the DAR. His perfect attendance record 
brought further recognition, medal 
from the Local Spann Unit 188, 
American Legion Auxiliary. takes 
four five subjects, among them, ge- 
ography and science. Those studies 
means the recordings texts 
made available 

addition being student, San- 
tos also businessman, He, along 
with his wife, Dell, operates the and 
Novelty Shop which deals such 
diverse items novelties, costume jew- 
elry, electrical appliances, watches and 
secures watch repair mail. With 
total disregard for modesty where his 
business concerned, Santos declares, 
“We have it, can get not 
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STRICTLY HUMAN 


Meet Melchor Santos 


Melchor Carville 


Businessman 


made.” 

Still further activity which Santos 
takes part that the Point Clair 
Lions Club here. was one time 
secretary the club and later (in 
1957) served president. 

Santos, who native the Philip- 
pines but became naturalized Ameri- 
can citizen 1956, has during his years 
here been “through the mill” far 
employment concerned, one time 
worked the infirmary, patient 
attendant the operating room and, 
before that worked clerk the 
patients’ canteen. 

also found time marry. Jan- 
uary 1954 “took the plunge.” His 
wife, whom met here after both were 
patients, Texas girl. She also 
eligible for discharge. 

Melchor and Dell occupy one the 
most comfortable and best furnished 
the private cottages the rear the 
hospital grounds. Their life like that 
any normal married couple even 
the extent that Melchor often pressed 
into service cook...not that does- 
enjoy it. fact specializes cer- 
tain Philippine dishes which fill the 
with the pleasant scent herbs and 
kitchens. 

They have their home-away-from 
home radio and television set and 
many occasions entertain other pa- 
tients. This gives their friends who 
not have cottages welcome taste 
the “good life.” 

Among the memorable events that 
have taken place the cottage was 
recent visit Melchor’s mother from 
the West Coast whom had not seen 


THE STAR 


residents 


years. His mother had not met 
her daughter-in-law and the result was 
small-scale family reunion. 
mother visited daily the cottage for 
month and one occasion said that 
seeing the hospital first hand had clear- 
many misconceptions she had 
about both the hospital and the disease. 

When Santos came here the age 
(he now 37) there was little 
schooling available. puts it, school 
was session for only few hours 
day “just keep the kids out mis- 
chief.” Still later studied carrespond- 
ence courses and now, after contin- 
uous years the hospital the tenth 
grade and hopes complete his educa- 
tion for high school diploma. 

All the important events Santos’ 
life appear have transpired this 
hospital; his marriage, his education, 
his naturalization citizen and the 
establishment business. These 
contribute his decision remain 
the hospital from which took “un- 
authorized” leave long 


STAR SPREADS 
CHRISTMAS CHEER 


Among the projects launched each 
year THE STAR, effort 
spread Christmas cheer the year around 
patients other parts the 
world, the renewal subcriptions 
Reader’s Digest for seven other 
hospitals. 

this manner, THE STAR’s Christ- 
mas gifts extend from the Philippine 
Islands Israel and Japan. 

our list receive another year’s 
subscription the Reader’s Digest are: 
The National Hospital, Kumamoto, 
Japan; Patients the Hospital for 
Hansen’s disease, Jerusalem, Israel; 
The Green Club Sungei Bulch Settle- 
ment, Sungei Bulch, Malaya; The Pa- 
tients and Ignatius Lie, Tang- 
erang Djawa, Barat, Indonesia; Patients’ 
Library, Central Luzon, Tala Nova- 
liches Rigal; Patients’ Library, Mabini 
High School, Eversly Child’s Station, 
Mandawe Cebu, and the Patients’ Li- 
brary Culion Palawan, all the 
Philippines. 


PAINTING PRESENTED STAR YOUNG BATON ROUGE ARTIST 


The artist and his painting. 
The painting hanging the front office THE STAR. 


The Creator has from time time 
through the ages endowed certain his 
creatures with gifts that set them apart 
from the rest us. Among those gifts 
create for the senses memorable scene, 

the everlasting credit those 
endowed that they share their gift 
with the rest mankind. Such one 
young friend the editor THE 
STAR. Edgar Jr., son 
Mrs. Hattie Dayries, 7172 Sheffield 
Ave., Baton Rouge, one Carville’s 
most faithful friends. 

Edgar Jr. has presented THE STAR 
with early Christmas gift. 
painting Louisiana Bayou-Country 
scene, with brilliant sunset the back- 
ground. 

have known Edgar Jr. since 
was teen-ager, and fresh one that, 
and have watched with interest 
and his talent grew into maturity. Some 
his early works, paintings ships, 
already hang Wit’s End, the editor’s 
cottage. Still another Edgar’s paint- 
ings the hands Mrs. Melvin 
“Trudie” Casper New York, cousin 
your editor. Mrs. Casper was given 
the painting while here recent 
visit, She described “dramatic.” 

Edgar Jr. student Fine Arts 
Louisiana State University, showed 
painting recently event sponsored 
the Louisiana Art Commission. While 
leans toward modern painting, 
feels that both realistic and abstract art 


have their place. 

says. “Let’s put this way. you 
were going from here New Orleans, 
you wouldn’t stage coach, you 
would station wagon. you 
want realistic picture, you would use 
camera modern art you use the 
imagination.” 

“Realism has its place well ab- 
stract art. The kind picture depends 
where will hang.” 

this practices what preaches 
that many his paintings which 
hang Baton Rouge homes were done 
suit the decor the home. mod- 
ern home, says, realistic painting 
would “like fish out water.” 

Edgar now and has been coming 
Carville since was 16. His mother 
nurse the East Baton Rouge 
Parish school system and past presi- 
dent the Louisiana State Nurses’ 
Assn., and past Dept. president the 
American Legion Auxiliary. The walls 
her home are covered with Edgar’s 
paintings. 

Perhaps the most recent gift THE 
STAR payment for small service 
rendered “Junior” while was 
serving with the Marine Corps 
Korea. The editor and the young 
Marine corresponded regularly, and 
one occasion Edgar Jr. sent 
needed Confederate flag, and 
needed “right away, please.” seems 
that the Yankees his organization 
were ribbing him unmercifully about 
the South general and 


nounced Southern accent particular. 
The result was war-within war...the 
battle the North vs. the South within 
the Korean “police action.” search- 
far and near and finally found 
Confederate flag which was dispatched 
“Junior” air express. was with 
great satisfaction that announced 
subsequent letter that the Confederate 
flag was flying over his bunk. 


addition fighting the two wars, 
Edgar made many sketches while 
Korea. 

Perhaps the not too distant future 
will have the pleasure seeing 
Edgar Junior’s work widely recognized 
coming from the fine talent that 
does. any event the painting was 
most welcome and the artist 
mother, the personable Hattie Dayries, 
are most welcome Carville and espe- 
cially “Wit’s End.” 


CHRISTMAS MAIL RUSH 


Christmas nears, patients this 
hospital find their thoughts and feet 
turning more and more frequently 
the Point Clair Branch the Carville 
Post office, mere cubby hole inside the 
Patients Canteen. 

Darryl Broussard, clerk charge, says 
both matter put and take with 
the patient body. They come call for 
packages and letters, and they come 
buy money orders through which they 
Yule shopping. Darryl says the 
sale money orders here doubled 
tripled between late November and 
mid December. 


The hospital post office does more 
business than any other post office 
the world community compara- 
ble size, Darryl says, and around Christ- 
mas time the already cramped quarters 
reach the overflow point with letters 
and packages. 

Even other times the post office 
provides focal point for small talk 
and tall tales patients gather wait 
for the lone daily delivery mail 
sorted. “We have less mail hand 
the end the day than any other post 
office. receive not only loads in- 
coming mail, but also send out lot 
outgoing mail,” says Darryl. 

Mail takes far more significant 
place the life patient here than 
occupies other communities. 


Subscribers Attention 


When writing about change 
address, sending your 
kindly address your envelope to: 
The Star 
Pt. Clair Br. P.O. Box 325 
Carville, La. 
Checks money orders for subscrip- 
should made payable The 
ar. 
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New Series Seminars 


Texas Public Health Nurses attend Carviile seminar Hansen’s disease. 


R.: Mrs. Theresa Green, Corpus Christi; Mrs. Mary Foster, Corpus Christi; Mrs. 
Bernice Dona Schuk, Corpus Christi; Miss Nellie Ayres, Bay City; Mrs Mary Samson, 
Fort Worth; Mrs. Vergie Mae Belcher, Houston; Mrs. Wilson, Lubbock; Mrs. Clyde 
Svatik, and Miss Julia Alcort, San Antonio, Texas. 


Halloween 1957, the patients 
Carville joined battery hospital 
staff and visiting lecturers parading 
armada scientific facts and mod- 
ern medical opinion concerning Han- 
disease before invited audi- 
ence professional health workers, 
mostly from the States Texas, Loui- 
siana, and Mississippi. 

The two and half day presentation 
was the premiere new series sem- 
inars Hansen’s disease which the hos- 
pital offering State health 
and others who meet the course 
their official duties. 


This course also marked the opening 


the hospital’s recently completed 
training suite, located remodeled 
floor the service vocational 


sance the present. then called 
upon Dr. Chapman Binford the 
Armed Forces Institute Pathology. 
Washington, and Dr. Rolla 
Wolcott, Clinical Director the hospi- 
tal, summarize accepted theories con- 
cerning the cause Hansen’s disease 
and the behavior the Hansen’s bacil- 
lus which present every case the 
disease. coffee break, the “students” 
had the opportunity see the bacillus 
through microscopes set along one 
side the room. Later the morning 


Dr. Kenneth Ambrose 
joined Dr. Wolcott discussing 


symptoms, signs and diagnosis Han- 
sen’s disease its various forms. Four 
patients were introduced individually 


Taking notes the Carville Seminar. Dr. William Meyer the far right the first 
row. Also seen Sister John Marie the Medical Mission Sisters, Philadelphia. Sister 


John Marie was route Ghana, Africa, and spent week Carville, preparation 
for her work. 


building, formerly used for patients’ 
enterprises. Besides appropriate confer- 
ence space, tthe teaching quarters have 
up-to-date audiovisual aids, equipped 
projection booth, secretarial office, rest 
rooms and ample library, exhibit and 
demonstration facilities. 

The seminar convened the morning 
October 29, 1957. After welcoming 
the group Carville, Dr. Edgar 
Johnwick briefly sketched 
conditions called leprosy 
cal times through the early renais- 


1957 


demonstrate the doctors’ remarks. 
They were also encouraged discuss 
their experiences and invited 


answer questions from the floor. 
During the afternoon, after viewing 


few clinical films, the visitors toured 
the hospital small groups talking 


with patients the different residence 
areas. THE STAR was “at home” 


course, and those not already the 
subscription list “signed up.” 
Wednesday morning, Dr. James 
THE STAR 


Doull, Medical Director, Leonard Wood 
Memorial, and Dr. William Meyer, 
assigned the State Louisiana for 
field activities HD, discussed the 
epidemiology and communicability 
both world-wide and the United 
States. Drs. Wolcott and Ambrose com- 
pleted the morning session discussing 
the treatment and clinical man- 
agement its complications. Again, 
number patients came demon- 
strate the results treatment and ex- 
plain their personal reactions therapy. 


Information please! Clinical Director, 
Dr. Wolcott and Carville’s C., Dr. 
Johnwick, head the panel, supplying an- 
swers and interpretations. 


THE STAR’s Ann Page took long 
luncheon break Wednesday drive 
over from Baton Rouge with husband 
Hank sit with panel patients 
social and rehabilitation problems 
Hansen’s disease. She rolled back 
score years the disappointment 
her contirmed diagnosis and told the 
story the upward climb discharge 
and her present busy role home- 
maker grandmother career girl. Wil- 
lard Cannon moderated 
which consisted also university 
scholarship winner Helen Fowler 
and Canteen manager, Green. THE 


Visiting lecturers from Washington, 
C., Dr. Doull (L) and Dr. Binford 


STAR’s Editor, and Patients’ Federa- 
tion President, Darryl Broussard, were 
also hand and participated the 
two hour discussion. The Community 
program the hospital was presented 
the shank half the session, with 
Tom Rickman, Director Community 
Activities, presiding over panels re- 
creation, education ac- 
tivities. 

(Continued next page) 


Seminars 
from page 


Dr. William Meyer chaired the final 
session, Thursday morning, which lev- 
eled case-finding and outpatient 
management the State Louisiana. 
His associate Miss Virginia Hines, 
spoke the public health nursing 
functions involved, and Dr. Ben Freed- 
men New Orleans presented State 
Health Officer’s viewpoint. 


into the microscope examine the Hansen’s 
bacilli, rod shape acid fast organisms, 
presumed the cause Hansen’s dis- 
ease. 


Miss Nelson Health Educator. She 
was one the most interested listeners 
the seminar and with good reason, since 
she expected join the Carville staff 
about the the year. 

Closing the conference, Dr, Johnwick 
emphasized the need for more 
fied and wide spread health education 
and information activity concerning 
Hansen’s disease, that all who come 
touch with may aware its 
true character. 

Interest and enthusiasm held high 
throughout the course, with all partic- 
ipants eagerly contributing the dis- 
cussions, taking copious notes and 
ing off sheaves printed matter. the 
end the final session, re- 
mained “on location” for nearly ex- 
tra hour, asking last-minute questions 
and listing the names and addresses 
resource contacts for further 
tion and help spreading “the word” 
back home the grass roots. 

Thus, was raised Carville this 1957 
Halloween the spirit the great George 
Cohan, “Always leave ’em wanting 
more,” penetrate the misty shades 
mystery and unreal alarm that tradi- 
tionally with the season. 

addition those named and pic- 
tured, others attending daily sessions 
the Seminar were Dr. Durward Blakey 
and Miss Louise Holmes the Missis- 
sippi State Board Health, Jackson; 
Mrs. Hattie Dayries, East Baton Rouge 
Parish School Health Nurse; Joseph 
Haskew, Medical Technician, 
Chamblee, Georgia; Ed. FitzGerald, 
Information Specialist, Division Hos- 
ber other visitors, including group 
from the State Welfare Department, 
Baton Rouge, were here for some 
the sessions. 


Front row, r.), Dr. Johnwick, Mr. Fogarty, Dr. Wolcott, and Resident Dentist Dr. 
Breaux. Back row, r.), Dr. Nelson, Hospital Administrator Frank Ellis, Chief 
Nurse Sister Alphonsa, Dr. William Meyer New Orleans, and T.H. Rickman, Jr. 


The visit Congressman John Ed- 
ward Fogarty this hospital November 
was conspicuous for its lack fanfare, 
but hoped that his visit her- 
alds new era legislative interest 
Carville. 

Mr. Fogarty, Rhode Island and 
Democrat, chairman the House 
source reassurance the patient 
body here that the hospital now “has 
the ear” man such key position. 

had been expected that Mr, Fogarty 
and several his committee members 
would visit the hospital before the year 
was out, but only Mr. Fogarty came. 
explained that very difficult for 
group such his get together for 
trip this nature. During the visit, Dr. 
Edgar Johnwick, Medical Officer 
Charge, and members the 
staff presented Mr. Fogarty list 
the hospital’s needs for research, train- 
ing, health education and new con- 
struction, beyond the resources the 
present budget for 1959 and 1960. 


Included the construction needs 
were new cottages for patient couples. 
Dr. Johnwick said, along with staff 
quarters which became obsolete 1921. 

Mr. Fogarty was brought Carviile 
Dr. John Wilson, Medical Officer 
Charge the Public Health Service 
Hospital, New Orleans. Dr. Wilson 
sat the various meetings with Mr. 
Fogarty. 

the Congressman’s request met 
briefly with the Executive Committee 
the Patient Federation and the editor 
THE STAR, The meeting was not 
announced beforehand the patient 
group and for that reason they had 
opportunity prepare for the discus- 
sion. was the instructions the 
Public Health Service, from the Wash- 
ington level, that publicity was given 
the visit until Mr. Fogarty himself had 
approved such releases the press. 

however, appreciated that Mr. 
Fogarty extended the courtesy the 
conference the Federation’s officers 
and THE STAR. Even when called 


immediately prior the meeting, the 
patient group was not told the purpose 


the meeting who would present. 
They were told would surprise 
wes! 

Mr. Fogarty’s interest the hospital 
here stems from two factors. One his 
abiding interest medical research 


general and the other the acquaint- 
ance Rep. Otto Passman Monroe, 
who has sharpened Mr. 
appetite for knowledge this hospital. 
Again, Rep. Passman has demonstrated 
his sincere interest this hospital and 
the patients here. 


Mr. Fogarty began his legislative ca- 
reer the 77th Congress the United 
States and has taken part all sessions 
since that time. resident 
Harmony, I., and member the 
Knights Columbus, the Elks, and the 
Eagles. Mr. Fogarty began 
layer and past president the 
Bricklayer’s Union. one very im- 
portant bricklayer that this hospital can 
glad have for ally. 


French Nun Scientists Dies 


Sister Marie Suzanne, 69, the Mar- 
ist Order, who developed 
“The Marianum Antigen” for the pre- 
vention and treatment Hansen’s 
ease, died Lyons, France, November 
15, according Reuters dispatch, 
THE NEW YORK TIMES. The Reu- 
ters stated that Sister Suzanne died 
“only hour before was announced 
Rome that her vaccine was success- 
ful.” Time Magazine (December 
ported that Sister underwent emer- 
gency operation for brain tumor. 

Sister Suzanne visited Carville Octo- 
ber, 1954, and the Marianum Antigen 
was later given trial here. 


Sister Suzanne was dedicated scient- 
ist, and her death great loss. THE 
STAR will carry more detailed story 
about Sister Marie Suzanne her 
work, our next issue. 
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CONGRESSMAN COMES CALLING 
y 


Veterans Day 1957 


More than 200 friends Carville, old 
and new, gathered here November 
take part Veterans Day 
and celebrate the 25th anniversary 
the Spann Post 188, The Ameri- 
can Legion. 

‘The ceremonies opened A.M. 
the theater where two stirring ad- 
dresses were made. The principal 
speaker and honor guest was Watson 
Miller, Washington, D.C., vice-chair- 
man the National Rehabilitation 


Commission The American 


and formerly Federal Security Adminis- 
trator, Commissioner Immigration 
and Naturalization, and member the 
Subversive Control Board. 
Mr. Miller represented the Rehabilita- 
tion Commission the invitation the 
Louisiana Department The Ameri- 
can Legion. 


One the most welcome guests the 
celebration was Dewey Vinson (above) 
Kansas City. Legionnaire Vinson, veteran 
newsman, Grand Publiciste the 
and Grand Voiture Missouri. This 
was Mr. Vinson’s first visit Carville and 
was deeply impressed what saw 
and learned here. 


Another speaker was Richard Cad- 
wallader, Baton Rouge attorney and 
member the National Americanism 
Commission and past 
Commander The American Legion. 


1957 


Morning Ceremoni 


the theater 


The program marked fitting climax 
the years since Spann Post 
was issued temporary charter Decem- 
ber 17, 1931. This charter was issued 
through the efforts many selfless men 
outside Carville, among them the late 
B.L. Spann, Baton Rouge, who sug- 
gested that the World War veterans 
then hospitalized here organize their 
own Post. Soon after the Post was chart- 
ered, Sam Jones Lake Charles, Loui- 
siana Department 


31) enlisted the aid Watson Miller, 
then chairman the Legion’s National 
Rehabilitation Committee. 


Baton Rouge attorney, Rich- 
ard Cadwaliader and Sam Rubin, Sr., 
Monroe, one real friends. 

Mr. Sous Chef Chemin Fer 
Passe (Past National Vice- Commander) 
the and brought greetings from the 
Honor Society The American Legion. 


With due pomp and ceremony, the 
morning’s activities opened. with ad- 
vancing the colors. The Louisiana 
State University Band, under the direc- 
tion Oscar Barnes, played the Nation- 
The invocation was offered 
resident chaplain, the Rt. Rev. Sad- 
lier, O.S.B., Abbott, Aline Stribbling, 
president the B.L Spann Unit 188, 


THE STAR 


Carville 


Johnwick listens Watson Mil- 
ler, pioneer friend Carville and “the best 
loved man The American Legion,” tells 
the vast difference finds the Carville 
today compared with conditions the 
early years. 

the American Legion Auxiliary, led the 
Pledge Allegiance the flag. 

George Dana, Commander the Post, 
welcomed visitors did Dr. Edgar 
Johnwick, Medical Officer Charge. 
Dr. Johnwick commented that would 
seem more proper some those who 
have been coming Carville behalf 
the hospital’s Post for many years 
should welcome him. 

John Bleckley Baton Rouge 
served Master Ceremonies and 
introduced the many guests, some 
whom gave short talks, mostly 
reminiscent vein. 

the most solemn monment the 
entire occasion, Chaplain Carl Elder 
read the address which was made the 
dedication the cemetery Iwe Jima 
where many American lives were lost 
during World War This immediate- 
preceded the traditional minute 
silence o’clock. 

surprise package came the form 
brief message trom Mom 
Shreveport. The message was delivered 
manding voice. was ringing chal- 
lenge all Legionnaires live 
the concepts expressed the 
the Constitution The 
Legion. 

his address, Cadwallader caution- 
against failure the part the 
American people understand Ameri- 
canism. “The Legion should see 
that all citizens understand American- 
ism,” said. “This all the more 
necessary,” added, “when ponder 
that ancient civilizations which flourish- 
thousands years ago disappeared 
from the face the earth. The nation 
should awaken the need for adequate 
national defense, and should never for 
get the disapointment and fear felt 
Pearl Harbor Day, 1941.” 

Watson Miller was introduced 
Stanley Stein, one the two remaining 
charter members the Post. Stein pre- 

(Continued next page) 
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Veterans Day 1957 

from page 
faced outstanding tribute Miller 
saying was proud and happy oc- 
casion for him and that had asked 
for the honor introducing the speak- 
er. Stein reviewed Mr. Miller’s in- 
terest and help the patients this 
hospital, beginning with his first visit 
back April, 1932. cited Miller’s 
efforts the firing line,” which 
large measure are responsible for many 
the improvements this hospital 
through the years, particularly the con- 
struction the Infirmary and the mod- 
ern fire-proof 


and 8-ers serving the savory barbecue 
guests and patients. traditional that 
Baton Rouae and 8-ers prepare and serve 
barbecue dinner Veterans Day. Frank 
Nesom the chief cook and moving spirit. 
The barbecue made possible through the 
entertainment fund provided Voiture Na- 
tionale, and The fund administered 
the Grand Voiture Louisiana. 

Mr. Miller declared that has been 
demonstrated throughout history that 
only the brave deserve free. “It 
lesson,” said, must learn from 
all those who have died preserve the 
freedoms this nation and the 
world.” Miller was sharply critical 
the Supreme Court’s recent decisions 
which, said, have set back the fight 
against Communism decade. ob- 
viously had reference recent decisions 
which open FBI files those accused 
Communist activity and others. 
ler quoted Edgar Hoover, director 
the FBI, saying that “an attitude 
complacency has permeated the na- 
tional mind.” “If this nation sur- 
vive,” Miller said, “this public apathy 
must overcome. The salvation the 
nation depends firm conviction 
the right and willingness struggle 
for it.” 

Following barbecue under the oaks, 
the finals the American Legion 
Tournament were played. The day’s 
activities closed with dance 
ballroom. 13-peice band, “The Col- 
legians,” from Southern University, Ba- 
ton Rouge, provided lively music and 
the “High Tides,” barbershop quar- 
tette Baton Rouge, harmonied. ‘They 
scored hit. Refreshments were the 
treat Nicholson Unit 38, American 
Legion Auxiliary, Baton Rouge, and 
hospital dietetic department. 


DAV Supports 
Modern Approach 


Two events major importance 
patients this hospital have taken place 
recently within the Disabled American 
veterans Auxiliary. 

One the events concerns Mrs. 
Florence Green Kalamazoo, Mich- 
igan,, who, for the past years, has 
been the organization’s National Hos- 
pital Chairman, the Auxiliary’s na- 
tional convention Buffalo, New York, 
Mrs. Green was elected first Junior Vice- 
Commander, office which, un- 
derstood, puts her line for the post 
National Commander next year. Her 
present post the second highest the 
organization. 

Aithough Mrs. Green has thus relin- 
quished the chairmanship 
pital committee, she has, her request, 
retained this hospital under her per- 
sonal wing and can expected con- 
the interest which has character- 
work the past. 

Mrs. Green has visited this hospital 
number times through the years, the 
last occasion being February 1957 
which she was the honor guest 
Washington’s Birthday ball, sponsored 

The other event within the Auxiliary 
removal the word “leper” from the 
organization’s Constitution and by-laws. 
The action was taken resolution 


Baton Rouge the national conven- 
tion, 


The resolution reads part: 


“Whereas the words leper and leprosy 
used ancient writings, including 
the were applied many kinds 
diseases, cancer, tuberculosis. 
syphilis, etc., and these words still carry 
with them stigma which the 
immediately become pre- 
judiced: 

“Whereas the term Hansen's disease 
now accepted correct and being 
widely used for specific disease once 
those called ‘leprosy’: 
“Whereas the DAV Auxiliary 
the country deeply interested the 
welfare these patients and way 
can help them more than inform the 
public about the true nature Hansen’s 
disease, and the members the DAV 
Auxiliary can service reducing 
public fear all all times use 
the term disease instead 
leper 

The resolution concluded removing 
thercf:renceto “veterans confined the 
leper colony Carville” from the Aux- 
iliary’s Constitution and making read 
instead “veterans with Hansen’s dis- 

This great step forward the 
DAV Auxiliary behalf patients 
with Hansen’s disease and THE STAR 
heartily commends that group for its 


vision and understanding. 


very helpful our work receive 
prior expiration. Your expira- 
tion date beside your name each issue. 


THE STAR 


Memo From The Editor 


red-faced editor apologizes THE 
subscribers for outstanding 
which appeared the front 
cover our September-October edition, 
Volume and number that issue 
should have read Volume 17, number 
NOT Volume 16, number 


Rather than admit that made 
mistake will ascribe this type lice 
mechanical failure anything 
than admit the truth; that 
made mistake. 


those who file their copies THE 
STAR, offer sincere apology and 
promise keep sharp lookout for the 
gremlins which cause this sort thing 
happen. 


* * * * * 


The creditable academic achieve- 
ments Melchor Santos (story page 
have least part their origin 
recordings made available him 
Recordings for the Blind, Inc., 745 
Ave., New York 22, N.Y. While 
would not want accused giving 
{ree advertising anyone, fact 
these recordings are supplied blind 
students throughout the country free 
cost. 


Volunteer readers give their 
and copyright clearances are obtained 
from publishers with the provision that 
the recorded books will circulated 
free charge blind persons and pub 
lic libraries. Priority, however, given 
students enrolled formal academic 

realize that there are many de- 
mands upon the generosity the public, 
especially this time year, but Re- 
cordings for the Blind, Inc., doubt- 
less worthy undertaking and sup- 
ported solely voluntary contribu- 
tions. 


La. Dept. Comm. Here 


Louisiana Department 
The American Legion, Murphy Moss 
New Orleans, arrived Carville 
Veterans’ Day time enjoy the de- 
licious barbecue lunch. Commande: 
Moss mingled with the crowd 


formally greeted his 
naires this, his first trip 
regretted missing the morning 
monies, but had fill previous com- 
mitment New Orleans. 


Commander Moss conferred with 
Watson Miller November De- 
partment Headquarters New Orleans, 
where Mr. Miller had stopped off 
route Carville. 


November- December 


Deck the hall with boughs holly sce 


the ballroom THE STAR's annual 


Christmas party 


The most remarkable feature 
cal Christmas throughout the nation. 

The various Christmas celebrations 
here, and there are many, 
mixture gaiety and solemn 
religious observance that are typical 
season all parts the nation. 
hospital community where most 
the aspects day-to-day are subject 
some change from time-to-time, this one 
season remains for the most part un- 
changed. 

STAR’s annual community 
Christmas party kicks off round 
celebrations which continue through 
New Year’s Eve. 

This year THE 
Christmas party the evening 
Sunday, December 15. will THE 
STAR’s annual Christmas 
The ballroom will decorated the 
hilt for the occasion under the direc- 
tion the Point Clair Lions Club. 
William Bell chairman the decora- 
ing committee this year. 
center attraction huge Christmas 
tree. 

Practically all the patients the hos- 
ital attend the party. the medical 
and nursing staff, and many the hos- 
pital personnel. Visitors come from far 
and near. Among them will probably 
this hospital’s good friend, Congress- 
man Otto Passman Monroe. Carville’s 
popular M.O.C. will extend 
greetings. 

Entertainment this year will include 
music for dancing Mike Merriam 
and his band from Baton Rouge. Mas- 
ter ceremonies will Bob Earle, 
Radio Station WIBR, Baton Rouge. 
Marjorie Madey, dramatic soprano 
Baton Rouge, will hurry home from 
midwest tour with the New York City 
Center Opera Company 
the entertainment. 


1957 


That grand guy and fine artist, Kelly 
Rand, New Orleans, and number 
big time acts will the diversified 
program. Rand former featured 
singer with the Vincent Lopez Orches- 
tra, and general favorite here. The 
American Guild Variety Artists, Jules 
Richard, New Orleans Branch Manager, 
cooperating. 

THE STAR’s Christmas party the 
one ocassion the year which the 
egg nog officially spiked. served 
ample quantities under the able di- 


rection the and Voiture Local, 


240, Baton Rouge. Homemade holiday 
cookies, provided the Seventh Dis- 
trict Ameriacn Legion Auxiliary will 
also served, and Nicholson Post 38, 
the American Legion, Baton Rouge, 
providing other refreshment treats. 

Tuesday afternoon, December 17, 
the Jolly Social Club party, under the 
sponsorship Delta Zeta, National 
Sorority, will held. The Jolly Social 
Club made the most severely 
handicapped patients here and the So- 
rority sees that each member the club 
gets present. 

Wednesday evening, December 18, 
the Local American Legion Auxiliary, 
Spann 188, sponsors bingo party 
for all the patients, Bingo is, for 
some reason, the most popular game 
played here, and prizes will award- 
the winners. Preceeding the 
games, gifts will destributed the 
Veterans and Auxiliary members. Re- 
freshment, course! 

The faculty-school Christmas party 
held Thursday, December 19. 
includes exchange gifts between 
those present, including students the 
school and the faculty. 

The dress rehearsal the B-Natural 
Club’s annual Christmas play held, 
December 23. The club will sponsor 
the Nativity Play along with cantata, 
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“Chimes the Holy Night,” Lorenz 
choir voices will sing the presenta- 
tion. Buddy Glacies will narrator.. 
color film will used bring life 
the scenes enacted the night 

The play itself will presented 
Tuesday, December 24. all- 
patient production, under the direction 
Sister Laura Stricker. 

After the cantata Christmas Eve, 
open house will held the parlor 
the Protestant Coffee will 
served, along with fruit cake, nuts, and 
candies. Following the open house, 
impressive candle light service will 
held the Chapel, beginning 10:30 
p-m. and ending 11:30. 

The solemn commemoration the 
nativity will celebrated the Sacred 
Heart Chapel beginning 11:30 p.m. 
Carols will sung the patients and 
Sisters choir and the choir approaches 
the Chapel, Adeste Fideles will heard 
the distance. Other carols sung 
include Sheperds Watched,” 
“Shepherds the Crib,” “Silent Night,” 
“Lovely Infant,” “Little Son God,” 
and “Prince Peace.” During the last 
carol the younger group will form 
procession the crib where Father 
Sadlier will place the Infant the 
manger. midnight High Mass will 
celebrated. 

New Year’s Eve party sponsored 
the Patient’s Federation. Baton 
Rouge dance orchestra will play. Noise 
makers and all are included the 
New Year’s Eve celebration. 

These are the high lights the for- 
mal celebrations, There are many open 
houses among the cottages 
New Year’s Eve and throughout the 
holiday season. The reception room 
each the patients quarters, the in- 
firmary, and the cafeteria, all have their 
own glittering Christmas trees. 

Thus Carville takes due note 
Christmas and much the same man- 
ner your own community. These 
various celebrations, official and other- 
wise, make the Christmas tradition 
old, ever new. 


Change address 


THE STAR mailed second class 
permit. not forwarded new ad- 
dress. Kindly notify you are moving, 
giving both old and new addresses. 


EAD AND ALON 


Official’s Visit Gives STAR Program Shot Arm 


THE STAR fortunate one 
the the 40&8 and 
the Promenade 
was decided put THE STAR un- 
der the Child Welfare Program for 
i958. This one the more active 
committees the honor the 
American Legion and again, this 
THE STAR fortunate. 

Directeur the Child Welfare Pro- 
man who lives St. Louis, Missouri. 
Lanbenthal sold the educational 
objectives THE STAR and plans 
meet with the various conferences 
throughout the nation effort 
enlist the aid the American Legion, 
the Legion Auxiliary, and the 
well increase STAR subscrip- 
tions within the and 

order better achieve this praise- 
worthy end, Lanbenthal visited the hos- 
pital and THE STAR while route 
St. Petersburg, Florida, for the area 
Conference, Laubenthal arrived here 
November and met with Dr. Edgar 
Johnwick, medical officer charge, 


Educational Front 


composite day Carville color- 
slides was shown members the 
Federated Clubs Abbeville, La. 
open meeting the parish library 
October 23. 

The slides were shown educate the 
public the work being done Car- 
ville, including nursing care, laboratory 
techniques, recreation, guid- 
ance and occupational therapy. 

Dr. Edgar Johnwick, Carville’s 
and Dr. Conrad Herr our resi- 
dent medical staff, were guest speakers. 

the same evening, Chaplain 
Carl Elder spoke Carville meet- 
ing the Circle Martin (Morn- 
ing Circle Club) Opelousas, La. 

Rickman, Jr., Director Com- 
munity Activities, was dinner speaker 
the Newcomb College Delta Zeta 
Alumni Founders Day banquet New 
Orleans, October 24. 

This hospital was host, November 
the monthly meeting the South- 
western Louisiana Hospital Council, 
Dr. Johnwick addressed the group. 

Among other groups touring this hos- 
pital recent weeks were: nurses 
from the Mississippi Baptist Hospital, 
Jackson, October 26; Orthopedists 
from New Orleans, October 26; Nurs- 
ing students and instructor from North- 
west State College, Natchitoches, La., 
December 

Chaplain Carl Elder filled speak- 
ing engagements November for the 
merican Missions Inc. 
Rochester, Y.; Hartford, Conn. and 
Boston, Massachusetts. 


While tour this hospital late 
O.J. Laubenthal, left, inspects 
THE pressroom. With 
National Child Welfare Direc- 
teur the and are, Mrs. Laubenthal, 
second from left, Mrs. Ozelle Laubenthal, 
the directeur’s sister, and Mrs. H.J. Heusack, 
all St. Louis. 


and was taken tour the hospital 
Chaplain Carl Elder, member 


the local Voiture, and Grand Amonier 
(State Chaplain) the and Lau- 


benthal stopped THE STAR offices 
for long discussion and declared him- 


self impressed with the work being done 


his already considerable 


behalf THE STAR. 

Among his plans for promoting in- 
terest THE STAR program 
under which and THE STAR will 
communicate with each Grand Voiture’s 
Child Welfare Directeur who will, 
asked get touch with the 
child welfare chairman the various 
local Voitures their states. 
manner, Lanbenthal feels, each mem- 

Laubenthal’s mention THE STAR 
his Child Welfare Program for 1958 
closes with these words: 

urgently ask all Grand Direc- 
teurs Child Welfare every- 
thing possible their state promote 
the sale this magazine (THE 
STAR).” 

With this renewed vigor organ- 
ization whch has already done much 
for THE STAR, the magazine’s fortunes 
can not but improve. Again, Voyageurs, 
accept our thanks for what you have 
done and are doing. 


Thank You Dr. Bauer! 


HANSEN’S DISEASE 


“Take couple good looks that 
title, and memorize it. You are going 
hear more often now, since the condi- 
tion which represents will gradually 
cease being called leprosy.” 

The above striking statement 
the opening paragraph widely 
syndicated medical column “Health For 
uted King Features Synd, This par- 
ticular column appeared November 
1957, and doubt millions peo- 
ple read it. 

Every word, every line, Dr. Bauer’s 
powerful and effective column appealed 
reason, rather than emotion. you 
did not see the column your home 
paper, here are several paragraphs from 
it, and even you did, the column 
bears repetition. 

“Leprosy, reason its prominence 
the Jewish and Christian Scriptures, 
end the attitudes toward which pre- 
vailed the Middle Ages, has been 
feared much more than 
even the present time. Give dog 
bad name, and you may hang him. Give 
disease bad name, and there will 
greater difficulty overcoming out- 
moded ideas about it. So, the urgent 
request the patients afflicted with 
this infection, being called Han- 
sen’s disease, after the doctor who had 
much with its modern description 

“There little danger acquiring 
Hansen’s disease unwittingly 
course ordinary everyday living. 
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were not for popular fears which still 
persist, probably would not 
essary isolate patients leprosaria 
for treatment, they showed the capac- 
ity and the willingness 
tructions.” 

“Medical handling Hansen’s dis- 
ease has been successful arresting the 
progress many cases, rendering them 
non-infectious and perfectly capable 
returning practically normal life, 
without danger their associates. But 
popular acceptance has lagged behind.” 

“There still persists many minds 
the Biblical picture the leper, healed 
only miracles, outcast, feared, abus- 
cism. time that people whole 
realized that those days are past. Pa- 
tients are being released from leprosaria 
regularly the United States and else- 
where, ready and able make their 
own way the world. But they have 

“Hansen’s disease still exists suffi- 
cient numbers constitute genuine 
problem many the world’s under- 
priviledged areas, must recognized 
and handled. But the time for blind 
and supertitious fear definitely past.” 


Subscribers Attention 


address, sending your subscription, 
kindly address your envelope to: 
The Star 
Pt. Clair Br. P.O. Box 325 
Carville, La. 
Checks money orders for 


tions should made payable 
Star. 
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“Little Santa Claus’ 
Horace Smith 


After having two Santa Clauses for 
more than thirty years, Carville fresh 
out Santa Clauses. Completely, one 
hundred per cent out. 


With Christmas just around the cor- 
ner this revolting development, 
all came about with the retirement 
Horace Smith, “Little Santa Claus,” 
March 29. “Big Santa Claus,” Willie 
Williams, retired August 1954 
(this story was THE STAR Nov.- 
Dec. 1954) and from that time until last 
March, “Little Santa Claus” carried 


alone. was the job both the big 
and the little “Santa deliver 
packages from the hospital’s material 
office the patients and was from 
their jobs and their sizes, that the pa- 
tients here,always giving nicknames and 
apt ones, too, dubbed our colored 


friends “Big Santa Claus” and 


Santa Claus.” 


Horace Smith, the most recent “San- 
ta” leave Carville, is, like his elder 
counterpart, ordained minister, be- 
ing pastor the Jerusalem Baptist 
St. Gabriel, community 
near here. Horace, since leaving Car- 
ville devotes his full time the 725- 
member church. “Big Santa 


pastor the Mt. Bethel Baptist Church 
the nearby village Carville. “Both 
worked with the Baptists for 
years together and now each 
pastoring Church,” proudly “Little 
Santa states, 

67, Horace says excellent 
health and “fitten preach the Gos- 
pel.” Prior becoming ordained 
minister, Horace was secretary, then 
president the 300-member Benevo- 
lent Society Jerusalem, sick and 
burial society. 

Horace recalls well the years and 
five months which have gone under the 
bridge since first came work here 
Carville. the beginning worked 
the fields and helped build roads. 
Later worked the old Dairy barn. 
for the hospital recalls just 
“one-story, wooden houses.” 


“Everything different now,” 


Horace says, reflecting those years. 


LAST SANTA CLAUSES 


“The patients look bettter now, too,” 
declares with the experience one 
who has seen close range the changes 
which have been the hospital and 
the changes the patients which have 
resulted from the new treatment. 

remeber Mr. John Early. used 
talk about the Apostle Paul 
sort preach me.” (John Early, 
colorful character, was one Carville’s 
most publicized patients during the ear- 
days this hospital community. 
was here under both the state and na- 
tional regimes and under both crusaded 
vigorously for reform measures, some 
which were adopted.) People here 
abouts better” about the hospital 
being here than they used to, Horace 
says. used scared but now 
just like home.” 

his former “customers” says 
some were pleased with what brought 
them and others were not and sent the 
clothing back. recalls that before 
there was limit the clothing issue, 
some used get many twelve 
shirts. “We used issue dresses 
racks the Recreation Hall with five 
six racks dresses.” 

the end his service here, Horace 
said felt different than did when 
first began working the hospital. 
didn’t feel then like feel now. This 
home and the patients are 
home folks. love them all, all them 
are just nice,” said with sincerity. 


Horace’s personal life kept pace with 
his life the hospital during those 
years. “I’ve been married the same 
woman for years,” said with un- 
derstandable pride, “and have elev- 
children, all grown healthy.” 
His “baby” boy now teacher high 
school, his third daughter tailor 
New Orleans and his youngest daughter 
elemtary school teacher. 

spirit which becomes his good 
work here, “Little Santa Claus” had 
this say leaving, was happy here 
and feel satisfied and will come around 
often visit,” 

When “Big Santa Claus” retired 

1954, after years service here, 
THE STAR presented him with the 
gift his choice, Bible. When 
were interviewing Little Santa Claus 
asked what could for him. 
said, “You all were certainly very 
“Little Santa Claus” got his. Bible. 
There still someone delivering 
packages from the material office the 
patients, but does not and never will 
take the place the original “Santa 
Claus” and now “Santa Claus,” another 
Carville institution has passed into his- 
tory. The old order changeth. 


Deaconess E.C. Faulkner the Free 
Methodist Church, Sacramento, Califor- 
nia, recently paid her 34th annual visit 
this hospital. The Deaconess 
began her pilgrimages here years ago 
when two patients she visited 
were transferred here, after Carville be- 
came national institution. 
visit them each year and has 
done except two occasions. One’ 
the patients now dead, but Dea- 
coness Faulkner still comes visit Har- 
(center). With Deaconess Faulkner 
Mrs. Della Huggins, Baton Rouge. 
The churchwoman will Feb- 
ruary but continues work. 


Long Journey’s End 
For Mele Meheula 

Mele Meheula, 78, dean the Han- 
sen’s disease patients Kalaupapa Set- 
tlement, Molokai, Hawaii, died Decem- 
ber 

Miss Meheula was sent Kalaupapa 
patient the age from the 
Olumalu district Maui when the set- 
tlement was located nearby Kalawao. 

She was the only patient still living 
the settlement who remembered the 
Reverend Father Damien. 

She often told visitors attending 
his funeral the cemetery adjoining 
his church Kalawao when she was 
years old. 

She received considerable publicity 
1954 when Territorial Board 
Health social workers sought unsuccess- 
fully find some trace her relatives. 

Miss Meheula had never heard word 
from her family from the day she was 
taken from them Maui and brought 
the settlement. 

The above information came from 
news story the Honolulu Star Bul- 
letin, December Many patients 
have spent long years the Hos- 
pitals throughout the world, but 
believe Miss Meheula’s years res- 
idence Kalaupapa the longest time 
record. 


Christmas ants” 


Christmas gifts for which the patients 
here have expressed desire range 
{rom brassiers minnow buckets and 
include everything but the two front 
which were popular couple 
years ago. has been the custom 
some years for each patient list 
any gift she wanted which cost 
not more than $3.00. 

This year the gifts will distributed 
from house house the afternoon 
December old Santa Claus him- 
self, assisted STAR staffers, members 
the Point Clair Lions Club and 
others. The Westminster group the 
University Presbyterian Chruch Ba- 
ton Rouge will sing carols along the 
way. 

the task THE STAR staff 
determine what each patient wants. 
This accomplished with lists compiled 
through the patients’ roster. The lists 
themselves reflect variety and, 
more often than not, needs. For ex- 
Buddy and Charley, two blind 
patients, have for years each asked for 
33.00 worth instant coffee. some 
may seem strange request, but for 
them makes good deal sense. 
They arise each morning 5:30 and 
breakfast not served until 7:45. 
Therefore they need coffee wake 
them and keep them going until 
breakfast available. For them instant 
coffee simple make and solves the 
problem, One male patient has request- 
that given costume jewerly. 
does not intend wear but not 
position buy gift for his wife 
this Christmas and wants the jewelry 
give her. man, bachelor, wants 
large dishtowels for Christmas. far 
the most popular item the chenille 
bed spread. Oddball items the list 
include four requests for minnow buc- 
kets, one for hunting dagger, one for 
six rolls film, several requests for 
golf balls, request for candy (any 
kind) and number requests for 
alarm clocks. 

Distribution these gifts made 
prior the annual STAR sponsored 
Community Christmas party. then 
that each the approximately 300 pa- 
tients here can certain that there 
indeed Santa Claus. 

How All Started 

Edith Holmes, Chicago, supervisor 
the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany, originated the idea sending 
Christmas gifts each and every pa- 
tient this hospital. Mrs. Holmes be- 
came interested Carville after read- 
ing series columns this hospital 
Robert Casey. This was back 
1946 and when the gifts 
prompted THE STAR sponsor 
community tree and party. For the first 


Are Waried 


few years the gifts were distributed 
the party. 

The Edgewater and the Sunnyside 
Chicago, were the gift 
project from the beginning 
they were joined other exchanges. 
The hello-girls discontinued the 
project several years ago after many 
the Chicago exchanges were closed. 

1947, girls from the Campbell Soup 
Company, sparked Mae Fitzgerald, 
joined the telephone girls the Car- 
ville gift project. The Campbell girls 
are still sending gifts for the handi- 
capped patients. 

1950 the Telephone women’s 
tivities Club the Southern Bell Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company 
took over the project, pre- 
senting each patient with the gift 
his her choice. (no Jaguars, 
course). The club disbanded this year 
and THE STAR did not know until 
November that there was one 
sponsor the project. 

Something had done and done 
Claus. After hasty conferences with the 
Executive Committee the Patients 
Federation, T.H. Rickman, Jr., Direc- 
tor Community Activities, and our 
very understanding MOC, Dr. John- 
wick, was agreed tap the Patients 
Benefit Fund for this year’s gifts. Mrs. 
Dayries Nicholson Unit 38, 
American Legion Auxiliary, Baton 
Rouge, has taken the big job 
shopping for most the gifts; some 
were purchased our local miniature 
department stores, 


Candy For Christmas 


Following their annual costum, 
group from the United Protestant 
Church Women New Orleans will 
here December distribute can- 
dy. There will box for every pa- 
tient. This should sweeten things up. 


Home For Christmas 


About patients this hospital 
will spend the holidays with the folks 
back home. Surely this the nicest 
gift all. 


Gifts From DAV 


The National Disabled American Vet- 
erans’ Auxiliary will 
veterans this hospital, and the mem- 
bers the Auxiliary, with Christmas 
gift his her choice. 

Mrs. Florance Green, Kalamazoo. 
Michigan charge this annuai 
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Popular Magazine 
Carry Human In‘erest Story 
Patient 


True Confessions Magazine will pre- 
sent its February, 1958, issue read- 
able, and enlightening story concern 
ing patient with Hansen’s disease. The 
story will deal with the personal trag- 
edy which often accompanies the ail- 
ment and one the few fair and 
coolheaded presentations the human 
side this disease appear pop- 
ular magazine. 

The magazine, Fawcett Publication, 
will newsstands early January. 

tremendous boost the educa- 
tional work now being done the in- 
terest better understanding this 
disease have magazine such True 
Confessions, with circulation mil- 
lions, print such story. 

Florence Schetty, editor the mag- 
azine, has informed THE STAR that 
the title the story will “Before 
Night Ended.” The use the 
word night symbolic the person’s 
long ordeal awaiting complete recov- 
ery. 
THE editor was asked 
assist reading the manuscript. The 
author, whoever she may 
certainly seems speak with authority 
the subject. 

Miss Schetty commends THE STAR 
for its educational program 
story the forthcoming issue her 
magazine evidence her good will 
and makes material contribution 
THE STAR carrying plug for our 
magazine, connection with the story. 

The magazine editor became interest- 
the problem Hansen’s disease 
patients least part through the 
work Dr. Ira Hirshey, Director 
the Division Hansen’s disease, 
Territorial Department 
Honolulu. Dr. Hirshey wrote num- 
ber the larger publications asking 
that they not publish stories which 
sensationalize the disease, but instead 
carry stories educational value. 

other publications would follow 
the lead True Confessions, would 
perhaps tip the scales public attitude 
toward sane and human understand- 
ing Hansen’s disease for the first 
time recorded history. 


Floral “Do Yourself” 


demonstration how make 
Christmas table decorations was recent- 
given the Occupational Therapy 
Department this hospital, Mrs. 
Thelma Hogan Fred’s Florist Shop, 
Baton Rouge. Some the arrangements 
were “almost breathtaking”, 
patients participating were delighted. 
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Distinguished Vicitor 


President the International 
Association, editor the Interna- 
tional Journal Leprosy, Associate 
Medical Director the Leonard Wood 
Memorial, Pathologist Charge the 
Memorial’s laboratory Culion the 
Island Palawan, Philippnes any one 
these positions would itself 
important and time consuming job, 
but they are all held one man. 
Dr. Wade (right) who has 


working this special field for 


more than thirty years, truly one the 
old guard and one the pioneers 
that select group. 

Dr. Wade returned the States sev- 
cral months ago because illness from 
which has apparently recovered. 
been spending most his time 
New York, but would not think 
coming the States without calling 
Carville, only for short visit. 
was here from November 25-28. 

Dr. Wade stopped THE STAR 
for brief chat. Because his 
influential position asked the doctor 
present status therapy Hansen’s 
disease and the outlook for the future. 
Wade explained his “no 
not However, were able 
gather from our conversation with 
Dr. Wade, who touch with “lep- 
rologists” all over the world, that 


was puzzled situation found 
here, seeming recurrence the dis- 
ease some patients while under sui- 
fone therapy that apparently has not 
taken place patients given the same 
treatment other countries. 

most our questions did not 
get answer and thus the interview 
Was not satisfactory others 
have had with Dr. Wade. When the 


there was doubt about the 


feeling that subject --- de- 
traditionalist and will have 
truck with the term Hansen’s disease. 

Dr. Wade spoke his itinerary. From 
here returned New York from 
where will sail for Europe. His first 
stop will London where will 
confer with Dr. Ernest Muir, 
the ILA, and Dr. Chaussinand 
Paris who will meet Dr. Wade Lon- 
don. doubt this conference will 
partly taken with discussions the 
Seventh International Congress Lep- 
1ology held New Delhi No- 
vember 1958. The Congress co-spon- 
sored the ILA and the Government 

Dr. Wade, addition his other 
duties, member W.H.O.’s expert 
Committee Leprosy. was chair- 
man that Committee when met 
Rio Janeiro 1952. expects 
discussions when W.H.O. will 
review its entire program Hansen’s 
disease which they, course, call lep- 

From Geneva Dr. Wade will 
New Delhi and possible Calcutta 
meet with Dr, Dharmendra, Secre- 
tary the Organizing Committee the 
Seventh International Congress Lep- 
and others concerned with this, 
the Congress. will then return 


The Philipines and his post Cu- 


Friend 


John Tims, president 
Publishing Co., and 
longtime friend Carville, has been 
presented the Weiss Brotherhood Award 
the National Conference Chris- 
tians 

The presentation was made 
ber New Orleans the Fourth 
Dinner the New 
Chapter the National Con- 
ference Christians and Jews. Mr. 
Tims was cited his work “pro- 
justice, amity, understanding 
words Gen. Kemper Williams 
who presented the award. 

making the selection Tims 
the award, Gen. Williams said, 
the committee considered “His leader- 


ship the newspapers under his ad- 
ministration the elimination pre- 
judices and, addition, his personal 
services the conference.” 

Hundreds telegrams were received 
the occasion, but them, only two 
were read. They were, one from the 
staff and editor THE STAR and 
other from the Patients’ Federation. 
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John Tims, center, receives plaque 
representing the Weiss Brotherhood Award 
for distinguished service the field hu- 
man relations from Brig. Gen. Kemper 
Williams, right. left Edgar Stern, 
chairman the award dinner. 


THE message read: 


“Warmest congratulations. 


Carville are indebted John and 
Maydell Tims for their firm friendship 


through the years and enlightened un- 


derstanding which they convey 
others. Our Chaplain and Mrs. Elder 
are with you person represent us.” 


THE STAR 


read: 

“We rejoice with your other 
friends the honor conferred upon 
you tonight. Yours the wider vision. 
Our Medical Officer Charge, Dr. 
and Mrs. Johnwick are repre- 
senting this happy occasion.” 

This message was signed Darryl 
chairman the Federa- 
tion. 

Mr. Tims’ outstanding deeds are le- 
gion. His newspaper, the Times-Pica- 
yune, was one the first publications 
give this hospital and Hansen’s dis- 
ease fair hearing the press. 

Mrs. Tims friend Carville 
her own right. was she who went 
Washington make personal plea 
for concert grand piano for the the- 
The plea had its effect and the 
here today. Mrs. Tims was in- 
‘trumental obtaining funds fur- 
the club lounge here. 

THE STAR feels that the committee 
did indeed make wise selection for 
the Weiss Award, 


f 
- 
Honored 


LSU artists, r.) Carroll Proctor, Lou 
Henry, Guest, and John Donohue. 

program popular and classical 
music under the sponsorship the 
Point Clair Lions Club was presented 
here three outstanding 
graduate students the Louisiana 
State University School Music. They 
were, Miss Mary Lou Henry, dramatic 
soprano from Ruston, La., who has ap- 
peared concerts and opera through- 
out the state; Carroll Proctor, lyric 
baritone from Oklahoma, who the 
roster the Mobile, Houston and 
Miami opera companies, and Mr. John 
Donohue, pianist, New Orleans, who 
has written several compositions. 

The talented young people gave Car- 


Gaston Litaize, blind organist from 
Paris, France, presented 
program the Sacred Heart Chapel 
here October 28. Litaize was 
country concert tour and appear 
New Orleans before coming here. 
Litaize, who has been blind all his life, 
shown (above) with Sister Laura 
Stricker, organist the Chapel. Mr. 
Litaize’s program 
music and several his own composi- 
tions. Father Edward Boudreaux, form- 
erly resident chaplain here and now 
Smoke Bend, La., announced the selec- 
tions. 


The Cresent City Chapter the 
Society for the Presevation 
couragement Barber Shop Quartet 
Singing America presented program 
here November 10, under the direction 
the popular Kelly Rand, (above) 
with the Crescent City Chorus. The 
chorus made members the 
SPEBSQSA. Chorus members sang sev- 


ENTERTAINMENT 


eral quartets and Kelly 
solos. Miss Gloria Rosseli, well known 
New Orleans musician, was the 

The program was enthusiastically re- 
ceived, and are indebted Mr. 
Joseph Wrenn, President the SP- 
and Mr. Rand and the New 
Orleans group for one the finest 
musical treats the season. 


New Orleans Club Presents Radios 


Ten table model radios have been 
presented this hospital the Ven- 
ture Club New Orleans, Above Miss 
Vinifred Tynes and five other members 
the club, made prominent New 
women, present the 
radios Thomas Rickman di- 
rector community activities here. 
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The radios primarily for 
use patients the infirmary. Also 
the photo left are Miss Joyce 
Landry, Marie Wallis, Alice Pellerin, 
Mercedes Guerin, and Dot Perkins. 


THE office phone number 
2-5559, St. Gabriel, Louisiana 


November- December 


ville music lovers delightful evening. 
| 
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LIONS ROAR CARVILLE 
LOCAL CLUB CELEBRATES ANNIVERSARY 


SPEAKER’S TABLE 


Mr. Nelson, Dr. Johnwick, Mrs. Mr. Corona, Mr. Boudreaux, Mrs. Bou- 
dreaux, Mrs. Watson, Mr. Watson, Mrs. Patrick, Mr. Patrick, Mrs. Santos, Melchor San- 


tos and Chaplain Carl Elder. 

District governor (8-N) 
ternational, Corona, Port Allen, 
La., looked around the spacious and art- 
istically decorated ballroom here and de- 
clared that had never seen many 
Lion dignitaries one gathering, ex- 
cept state convention. 

Corona’s comment was the occa- 
sion the Seventh Anniversary Cele- 
bration the local Point Clair Lions 
Club. The majority the clubs 
this district were invited the event 
and most, but not all, were represented. 

Among the dignitaries present were 
Corona and District Governor 
Herbert Patrick, New Orleans; War- 
ren Watson and Caye Nelson, both 
Baton Rouge, and Elmer Stewart; 
Shreveport, all past International Di- 
rectors; Ernest Skillman, Baton 
Rouge, and Paul Marionneaux, 


love gift seldom takes the torm 
Chihuahua pup, but the gift the 
American Leprosy Missions group 
Ottawa, Mary Ruth Broussard, 
THE STAR’s energetic little managing 
editor, has become just that. 

the story how Carville’s most recent 
canine resident came has the ele- 
ments Christmas Carol, dog story 
and sermon pure and simple good- 
ness. all began when Mary Ruth re- 
ceived letter from Miss Ester Mac- 
Millan Ottawa, expresing thanks 
for copy THE STAR and prom- 
ising that the group would “some 
small kindness” for Mary Ruth. 

The kindness” came 
October and was large $50 check. 
letter from Mrs. Edna Hall, the group’s 
secretary, accompanying the check said 
was sent the “hope will bring 
some pleasure you” and admonished 
Mary Ruth use she saw fit, She 
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gouin, La., both International Council 
lors. 

International Councillor, W.C, “Bill” 
Clark, Shreveport was guest speaker. 
L.J. Champagne Baton Rouge was 
master ceremonies. 

greeting tha visiting Lions, Dr. 
E.B. Johnwick, medical officr charge, 
expressed his personal thanks for what 
members the Point Clair Lions Club 
are doing for their fellow patients. 

his anniversary greeting,“From 
Offspring Louis Bou- 


Point Clair Lions 


dent, said, “We feel proud and 
vileged part the great family 
Lions. think our Point Clair Lions 
Club unique that one only 
two such groups the world within 
hospital for The 


MARY HAS LITTLE DOG 


Mary and Goldie 


saw fit buy the pup. 

The pup, named “Goldie” 
ita,” (little gold) cost $50 per pound. 
Since she weighed exactly one pound 
the time her purchase, the mission 
group’s love gift was thus converted 


THE STAR 


Internatioal Councillor, W.C. “Bill” Clark 
the mike. 


ment the Island Molokai, Hawaii. 

The outstanding program included 
entertainment group Baton 
Rouge musical artists and the induction 
two new members into the Point Clair 
Lions Club, Dist. Gov. Corona inducted 
the new members. 

The ballroom was crowded with visit- 
ing Lions and their ladies, and with pa- 
tients and hosital staff alike, fitting 
tribute organization which has 
been and continues real service 
the patients this hospital com- 
munity. The Lions are convinced that 
being service others, they en- 
and broaden their own lives. 


into Chihuahua pup. 

must have been good investment, 
however, since “Goldie” now weighs 
two pounds and four ounces and 
per pound would worth $112.50. 

Mary Ruth and her husband Darryl 
could not have found better use for 
the gift, strange may seem some, 
for only recently their dog died the 
age years. That was “Penelope” 
“Penny,” fox terrier. Apparently 
“Penny” did not know that she was 
supposed small dog, else her 
genes got fouled up. any event she 
did not stop growing until she weighed 
pounds. That considerably more 
than toy fox terrier supposed 
weigh. 

witness Mary’s devotion 
“Penny” this tribute paid the 
Broussard’s pet theme Mary wrote 
for her English course the Public 
Health Service Hospital School here: 

(Continued next page) 
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Tournament winner, Sam Carmichael 
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, 
(center) smiles big Dr. 
(right) Carville’s Medical Officer Charge, 
presents him with trophy. Henry 
Thomas, our “Golf Pro” from City Park, 
New Orleans, seems mighty pleased. 


RECORD GOLF 


Firing sensational for holes, 
new record win the 12th Semi-An- 
nual Golf Tournament Carville 
Sunday, October 13. Included the 
round were nine birdies. Don Essig, 
National Public Links Champion, ham- 
mered out under par 30, and had 
content with second place. 

The tournament this fall attracted 
field the best golfers the 
State Louisiana, including nineteen 
Carville enthusiasts. Patient golfers won 
the nine flight championships and 
placed second others, This very 
real patient achievement view the 
fact that the outside entrants are not 
“Sunday Golfers,” but are seasoned 


tournament competitors. The fact that 
more than “hold our own” com- 
petition with the visitors not only bol- 
sters our morale, but also commands 
better understanding the part the 
visitors. 

The tounament was inaugurated 
1951 annual event but its popu- 
semi-annual affair and has remained 
since 1952. Due the popularity 
the event and the limitations space, 
has been necessary conduct the 
tournament strictly invitational 
affair. the present time there 
waiting list for invitations but few 
openings occur. The tourney itself 
directed Mr. Henry Thomas, our 
“Golf Pro.” Mr, Thomas has been our 
consultant for eight years, and during 
that time has aided countless patients 
improve their game. The excellent 
manner which conducts our tour- 


SPORTS 


nament has brought praise from com- 
petitors, the press, and spectators. The 
event has come recognized 
truly fine affair reflecting creditably 
all Carville. 


GOLF TOURNAMENT 


“Chicago” Carville’s 
1957 golf champ. won his title 
the annual all patient’s golf tournament 
sponsored the Spann Post 188 
the American Legion. The finals 
the tournament were played Veter- 
nas’ Day. Twenty golfers participated 
five flights. The winner and runner- 
each flight receiced cash prize, 
and course, the top man, “Chicago” 
carried off the “big dough.” The champ 
veteran the local course which 
has been playing since the early 
thirties. 


Carville’s Director Community Activ- 
ities, T.H. Rickman, Jr. (left) and Doc 
Wendler, pictured the “Bamboo Room” 
session with local sport fans, October 16. 


“BUM” FAN ANYWHERE 


Following the last home game the 
Brooklyn Dodgers were destined play 
Ebbetts Field, Dr. Harold Wendler, 
the team trainer, walked slowly from 
the park into Flatbush Avenue. Doc’s 
step wass slow thirteen years mem- 
ories raced through his mind memo- 
ries good days tough days victo- 
ries defeats fans cheers jeers and 
one thing kept crowding the front 
the real Brooklyn Fan loyal rabid 


faithful. Suddenly voice rang out 
Doc, see next year.” Doc re- 
plied, “I’m sorry, friend, the Dodgers 
have played their last game here. 
move Los Angeles next year.” “Yea 
like say, Doc, see next year I’m 
moving Los Angeles, too.” 

“Doc” Wendler chuckled told 
the above story, and then, reflecting 
moment, said, “Come think 
“Bum” fan the same whether 
Brooklyn, Tokyo, Carville, Los An- 
geles.” 

Relating experiences this nature 
has endeared Hal Wendler Carville 
sport fans. has visited the end 
the baseball season for each the 


THE 


last eight years, and his visit October 
this year was high-lighted dis- 
cussion the pending move the 
Brooklyn Dodgers Los Angeles, 


Mary Has Little Dog 
from page 13) 

have faithful friend. She de- 
She expects little and gives much 
return; one the finest all qual- 
ities, loyalty. She sad when sad 
and glad when glad, and always 
ready and eager accept invitation 
accompany wherever go, not 
caring where, because she trusts me. 

“My little friend streamlined and 
grateful. She wears attractive black 
and white coat all the year around. 
Sometimes she frisky ten-year- 
old. Why souldn’t she be, that her 
age. However, sometimes she very 
quiet and seems deep thought 
she were years old. Well, Why 
shouldn’t she act that way? After all, 
said that one year dog’s life 
equivalent that five years 
human being. 

“You see little friend pet 
“Penny” for Believe “Penny” 
very important member our 
household and she knows it..” 

Mary Ruth admits that she was “over- 
whelmed” that the Illinois group should 
think her. Perhaps will bring 
pleasure them know that their 
gift love Mary Ruth now play- 
ful, happy puppy, loving, receiving love 
return. indeed fitting. 


FOR YOUR 
BANKING 


SEE WRITE US, WHERE 
PLEASURE SERVE! 


Your Mail Box our Teller’s Window 
Checking Accounts 
Savings Accounts 
Christmas Savings, Loans, 
Deposit Boxes, Exchanges, 
Bank Money Orders, 


Travelers’ Cheques 
* * * 
Let know any way can 
serve you any time 
* * * 
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Star Book Shelf 


But For the Grace God 
(John Reese, Vantage Press, Inc., $3) 


Author Reese tells the story man sore- 
tried who through faith triumphs over 
adversity many forms. Tom Keigwin, the 
story’s principal character, alcoholic 
and with this part his personality 
that the story primarily concerned. Keig- 
win also victim Hansen’s disease and 
the author presents fair and enlightened 
view this most misunderstood ailment. 


Reese cattle breeder and purchasing 
agent. has been professional tennis 
player, mariner, barnstorming pilot with 
flying circus, newspaperman, midget 
racer, soldier, sailor and airman. 
also, amply demonstrated the novel, 
disciple Sister Ignatia, Angel 
said, not literally true, but based 
reality. 

The trials Keigwin and his wife, Hazel, 
would make the trials Job seem nothing 
more than petty irritation. Because Keigwin 
alcoholic, his son comes despise him. 
Once Keigwin succeeds arresting his 
drinking problem, learns that has Han- 
sen’s disease. Then, rapid his 
daughter falls victim polio and learns 
that his son’s girl friend (whom the son 
later marries) pregnant and disowned 
her foster mother. 

Keigwin’s newly found faith, which en- 
abled him overcome his drinking problem, 
enables him overcome the other problems 
which beset him at every turn. 

The story told straightforward, 
simple manner. The pace, however, breath- 
less and the characters suffer for it. Each 
them dealing with problem prob- 
lems which call for deep and searching con- 
templation. Paced the story is, the char- 
acters seem never have time for the con- 
templation which leads them every in- 
stance the right and proper decision. 


While true that because this Keig- 
win seems times almost shadow 
character the reader, the extreme 
credit the author that does not permit 
his characters wallow their misery 
often the case today’s literature. 

dealing with the problem alcoholism 
per se, Reese speaks with authority and, 
times, passion. makes undisguised 
plea for the “orthodox” method treat- 
ing alcoholism. also presents true and 
accurate account the pattern problem 
drinking and intimate glimpse the 
near-miracle which must take place within 
the alcoholic before can save 
from certain self-destruction. 


Reese has announced that roya!- 
ties from the 150-page will ap- 
plied toward the purchase 80- 
acre tract land Somerset County, 
Pa., where former problem drinkers will 
quartered until they can find suit- 
able, gainful employment. The 
would not provide treatment for alco- 
holism but would serve principally per- 
sons already discharged from the 
alcoholic wards. 


Although good part the book de- 
voted Hansen’s disease, the jacket blurb 
does not even hint that this part the 
story. Nor does the publisher’s publicity 
the book make mention this. 


However, Hansen’s disease does play 
important part the story Keigwin’s 
troubles are compounded when learns 
that has HD. high-powered specialist 
misdiagnoses the case, frequently 
happens Hansen’s disease because many, 
not most, physician not recognize its 
early signs and symptoms. 


There are number discrepancies 
the angle which will noted anyone 
familiar with the disease. 

For example, the young Filipino interne 
who makes the diagnosis Cleveland hos- 
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pital does solely the basis tests 
which demonstrate Keigwin’s lack sensa- 
tion, Without laboratory confirmation, the 
interne announces his medical 
the patient’s bedside, man has Han- 
sen’s disease, leper.” 

inconsistency, say the least, 
that physician who would considerate 
enough use the term Hansen’s disease 
would the same breath brand the patient 
“leper.” 


Carville comes into the picture, one 
the senior physicians the hospital tells 
Keigwin, “It (Carville) really the only 
place the United States where man 
with your trouble can get skilled 
But “skilled care” not, when Keigwin 
finds that will not forced 
Carville and that can treated home 
physician, remains home. Keig- 
win treated Dr. Tetlow, who 
said gained experience treating this dis- 
ease New Zealand. Zealand one 
the places where leprosy somewhat 
common,” character the book states. 
The choice New Zealand give Dr. Tet- 
low the proper scientific background un- 
fortunate that New Zealand one the 
countries the world where said there 
not single case so-called leprosy. 


Keigwin swallows his Diasone tablets 
home (Dr. Tetlow describes Diasone 
very dangerous sulfa drug) and faithfully 
follows regimen bed rest prescribed 
the doctor. 


what seems time all (about 
four weeks) Keigwin’s improvement 
great that out bed. runs into 
several very unpleasant situations because 
fear the disease and the social ostra- 
cism which this fear engenders, but con- 
sidering that the community, good part 
it, the know the nature Keig- 
illness, gets quite easily com- 
parison experiences cited many pa- 
tients under similar circumstances. 

Keigwin’s wife and daughter, and later his 
daughter-in-law, stick him his troubles 
and continues live home with them 
even after the daughter- -law has baby. 
This will not meet with the approval the 
medicos and not approved practice even 
though Keigwin’s case apparently the 
neural benign type. 

Within two years less, Keigwin’s case 
was giving negative report. Apparently 
Keigwin overcame not only the disease, but 
the social prejudices well. the next 
the last chapter find him the honor 
guest Alumni meeting where 
surrounded admiring friends who know 
the score. 

The book contains several excellent state- 
ments designed correct misconceptions 
about so-called leprosy and for this all who 
suffer from disease are indebted 
the author and the publisher. 

Here one the statements liked 
best. “People have lot misconceptions 
about leprosy; the very name frightens them 
and throws them out balance.” and 


Father Damien And The Bells 


(Vision Books, Farrar, Strauss and Cu- 
dahy, Burns and Oates, New York, No- 
vember, 1957, 174 pages) Arthur and 
Elizabeth Sheehan, 


Young Jef Veuster, known religious 
life Father enjoyed the sitnple 
pleasures his native country. Yet, all the 
while, strove closer his God, 
even early age. 

Youthful readers from grades six nine, 
especially those attending Catholic parochial 
schools, will feel drawn toward this young 
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Flemish lad’s deep piety. Perhaps they will 
enjoy journeying with him the country 
fair the little Belgian village Tremeloo, 
merrily skimming along the frozen pond 
flying silver skates. They will momentari- 
hold their breath when narrowly misses 
plunging into the icy waters’of the old mill 
stream near the Veuster farmhouse. 

you wonder what life the fireside 
Flanders was like for Jef? The story re- 
lates many interesting events that later in- 
fluenced the life the lad who would be- 
come known throughout the world the 
missionary hero, Father Damien. 


After entering the Congregation the 
Sacred Hearts Jesus and Mary, his various 
missionary assignments are traced the 
number chapels built. Each one housed 
bell call the worshippers services, 
just the bells called him 
his native Belgium. 

When had completed several mission- 
ary assignments the distant Pacific is- 
lands, he could then be called a seasoned 
missionary. loved the Hawaiians and 
their colorful country. But never forgot 
the quiet rivers the flat plains his na- 
tive ccuntry. 

sunny May morning 1873, Father 
Damien the dilapidated 
steamer bound for Wailuku Maui. There 
had been invited take part the 
triumphant ceremonies celebrate the com- 
pletion the church the Sacred 
Heart Fathers. stood deck watch- 
ing Kohala vanish into the distance, 
that the bells his churches there 
slipped quietly away and rang eerily from 
the depths the quiet Pacific. 

This happy reunion Mailuku 
one serious note when Bishop Maigret sol- 
emnly informed them his problem. The 
Molokai colonists needed priest more than 
all the Hawaiian Island peoples put to- 


gether! was Father Damien who persisted 
being allowed accept this For 
this “grey island” those who had contract- 
islanders called it, forcibly exiled. The 
only release for these victims this dis- 
ease was death. 


one December evening 1884, Father 
Damien first discovered signs “Maipake” 
for certainty. Soon, news his affliction 
leaked out. His feet bothered him much 
that was forced make his rounds 
sick visits battered wagon. First, Broth- 
Joseph Dutton came help him. Then, 
1888, three Franciscan Sisters from Syra- 


cuse, New York also arrived further Fa- 
ther Damien’s work. felt that now that 
doctor, then Brother Dutton, the three 
nuns and two priests had come assist 
with the work the settlement. could 
leave this world peace. And so, gently 
and quietly, Father Damien left this earth 
for his eternal reward heaven. was 
laid rest the foot the old pandanus 
tree, where had slept his first night 


Later, his king, Leopold Belgium, ar- 
ranged for the body this missionary hero 
buried with great honor his native 
country. 


St. Peter’s Rome, investigation 
currently underway that may eventually 
proclaim Father Damien saint. was 
acclaimed ‘one the most beautiful ex- 
amples apostolic activity our times” 
Pope Pius XII 1936. 

This book, one series Vision Books 
similar the Landmark series children’s 
books, written primarily for the youthful 
Catholic reader. Throughout the book, none 
the gruesome details concerning these tra- 
gic victims Hansen’s disease, which might 
disturb the young reader, mentioned. Yet, 
the picture presented fairly accurate. 
inspiring story that would certainly 
provide deeper meaning Christmas 
tucked into the stocking juvenile reader. 


Baton Rouge, La. 
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Hansen’s disease not serious public 
health problem, numerically speaking, 
the United States. (Guestimated number 
cases the 2,000. There are 300 pa- 
tients Carville and about 460 cases 
who are known the health authorities 
the states which they live.) However, 
world wide basis, tremendous 
health and social problem. (WHO estimates 
the number cases 5,000,000.) The sev- 
eral letters printed this page, selected 
from scores letters receive regularly 
from foreign countries, indicate that THE 
STAR making small contribution to- 
wards better understanding Hansen’s 
disease throughout the world. Editor 


almost two and half years since 
visited your STAR offices Carville. 
find the reports THE STAR very inter- 
esting and were delighted with the report 
about Dr. Goldie, whom I’ve met out here 
Nigeria. The letters and reports from 
other countries are most interesting and 
feel your STAR doing fine piece 
work. May its success continue. 

one the last issues reveived here, 
noticed that one can get reprints the 
article Dr. Cochrane “Biblical Lep- 
rosy” “Leprosy the Old Testament.” 
Would possible for have about 
100 copies these for our African leaders, 
missionaries, and even for some Govern- 
ment officials who are showing great inter- 
est the leprosy programme? .... .... 

Progress the control leprosy (HD) 
the Cameroons has made steady head- 
way. More patients are now being treated 
Clinics outside the Settlement than the 
Settlement. There are now ten Clinics and 
foundation work has begun for five more 
the near future. Just over 1,000 patients 
are now being treated and total 193 
have been discharged “symptom-free” 
since our work began just five and half 
years ago. are thankful God for the 
privilege serving Him among these people 
who are responding wonderfully the 
physical, mental spiritual services 
given them here Settlements and Clinics. 

With all good wishes you and your 
staff for the New Year. 

Miss Laura Reddig 

Bamenda New Hope Settlement 
Mbingo, Bamenda, 

So. Cameroons, West Africa 


were happy comply with Miss Red- 
dig’s request for reprints Dr. Cochrane’s 
paper, and thus widen the distribution 
his scholarly treatise. 


Honourable Friends Staff Members 
the Editorial Board Bi-Monthly Magazine: 
THE STAR! and Honourable Friends Pa- 
tients the Public Health serv- 
ice Hospital! 

Dear Friends! 


great honour for and for our 
Indonesian people suffering from the same 
disease treated Carville, receive your 
STAR. Many brotherly thanks behalf 
the one million Hansen’s disease sufferers 
our country. hope, you will not for- 
get sending regularly your honourable 
magazine. The undersigned one the 
Medical Doctors our country, who 
treating these patients, the majority 
whom are the poor, forgotten men our 
country. 

Indonesia, have formed group 
medical men, headed Honourable Dr. 
are treating the sufferers Hansen’s dis- 
ease our country. Our Indonesian group 
Leprologists Branch our Health 
Ministry the Republic Indonesia, and 
assigned the Inspection Division 
our Health Ministry East-Java. Our 
capital our Republic. leading the 
Anti-Leprosy Campaign East Java. 

true, that the so-called civilized world 
don’t know very much concerning this dis- 
ease and the truth about HD. the other 
hand, have made too few propaganda 
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work among the masses and society con- 
cerning this disease. Secodly: Partly must 
say, also the big mistake among our 
patients themselves, because they are afraid 
and ashamed have this disease. (Inferior- 
ity complex.) But second factor was and 
due former prejudice, inhuman laws put 
into practice the rulers regard this 
disease etc. understand, why these 
remnants inferiority complex are remain- 
ing the mind the sufferers themselves, 
but not forgotten the cowardly attitude 
and shameful prejudice and superstition 
the people and society, cited from the Bible 
incurable disease. Moreover our 
country where near half our populace 
are still illiterate! course such 
country superstition, magic etc. and not 
least important scoundrels means 
cheating the innocent populace are doing 
harmful work regard real science, etc. 

great pleasure know that the 
and several parts the world 
have present date our real friends, 
who are condemning this untrue tales 
incurable Hansen’s disease. But have 
work more intensively combat the 
prejudice, superstition etc. among the broad 
masses till receive final victory. 
the field medical science make 
plenty progress, also the field treat- 
ing Hansen’s disease. therefore our 
honest aim root out this superstition, pre- 
judice etc. order stamp out this un- 
believable standpoint among our masses 
and society Indonesia. 

With the wish maintain our invincible 
friendship regard combat this un- 
reasonable standpoint the people and 
society regard their wrong attitude 
the Hansen’s disease sufferers, 
need your honourable assistance sending 
regularly your Bi-monthly Magazine THE 
STAR. Long live the American leprologists 
and patients Hansen’s disease! Long 
live the leprologists sacrifying time and 
science, the interest Humanity. Long 
live the fraternally brotherhood the 
Indonesian and American Hansen patients. 

Pengirin: Dr. Med. Tio 
Djalan 
Surabaia, 

Indonesia 


extremely grateful you for sup- 
plying promptly with reprint the 
article “Biblical Leprosy.” The doctor who 
requested has asked express his 
personal appreciation your courtesy. 

will look forward receiving regular 
copies THE STAR. 

Librarian 
Royal College Physicians 
Edinburg, Scotland 
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The names and addresses the pub- 
lisher, editor, managing editor, and busl- 
ness managers are: 

Publisher-- group patients, U.S. Pub- 
lic Health Service Hospital, Carville, La. 

Editor-- Stanley Stein, U.S.P.H.S. Hos- 
pital, Carville, La. 

Managing editor--Mary Ruth Broussard, 

Business manager--Mary Ruth Broussard, 

The owner is: (If owned corpora- 
tion, its name and address must stated 
and also immediately thereunder the names 
and addresses stockholders owning 
holding percent more total amount 
stock. not owned corporation, the 
names and addresses the individual own- 
ers must given. owned partner- 
ship other unincorporated firm, its name 
and address, well that each individ- 
ual member, must given.) 

occupational therapy non-profit basis, 
headed Stanley Stein, Editor and Mary 
Ruth Broussard, Managing Editor and Busi- 
ville, La. 

The known bondholders, mortgagees, 
and other security holders owning hold- 
ing percent more total amount 
bonds, mortgages, other securities are: 
(If there are none, state.) NONE 

Paragraphs and include, cases 
where the stockholder security holder 
appears upon the books the company 
trustee any other fiduciary relation, 
the name the person corporation for 
whom such trustee acting; also the state- 
ments the two paragraphs show the af- 
fiant’s full knowledge and belief the 
circumstances and conditions under which 
stockholders and security holders who 
not appear upon the books the company 
trustees, hold stock and securities 
pacity other than that bona fide owner. 
The average number copies each 
issue this publication sold distributed, 
through the mails otherwise, paid sub- 
scribers during the months preceding the 
date shown above was: (This information 
required from daily, weekly, semiweekly, 
and triweekly newspapers only.) 
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Join this kindly old gentleman trom the North Pole 


and support THE STAR 
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THE PURPOSE THIS PUBLICATION TO:— 


occupational therapy for interested patients. 
Encourage and finance social service for needy patients. 
Published menthly patients the U.S. Public Health 
Service Hospital, Carville, Louisiana. 
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